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of seven or eight hundred, all in uniform, formed in
a circle around the Hall of the Marshals. At noon
the Emperor passed through this hall on his way to
the chapel, according to his habit on Sundays, and
he was warmly greeted. He did not stop, but pushed
on to the mass. That over, he returned, and took up
his place in the middle of the hall where the officers
of the twelve legions of the National Guard of Paris
had remained. A few moments later, the Empress
appeared accompanied by Madame de Montesquiou,
who held the King of Rome in her arms. No one
expected this ^ and the reason of this sudden entrance
was unknown to all. Napoleon had the little King
put down; then, holding him by one hand while his
mother held him by the other, he made his way to
the midst of the group of officers of the National
Guard who lined the Hall of the Marshals; then,
with a warmth and an emotion which deeply moved
his hearers, he uttered these solemn words: " Officers
of the National Guard, I am glad to see you gath-
ered about me. I am starting to take my place at
the head of my army. As I leave the capital I
confide to your protection my wife and my son on
whom so many hopes rest. I owed you this proof of
my confidence in return for all those that you have
never ceased to give me at the most important
moments of my career. I shall leave without anx-
iety, since they will be under your faithful guard.
I leave in your care what is, next to France* the
dearest thing I have in the world. It may happen